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Collect 

Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 

raise us, who trust in him, 

from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 

that we may seek those things which are above, 

where he reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Readings 

Psalm 23  

1The Lord is my shepherd;  

therefore can I lack nothing. 

2He makes me lie down in green pastures  

and leads me beside still waters.  

3He shall refresh my soul  

and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil;  

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  



5You spread a table before me 

in the presence of those who trouble me;  

you have anointed my head with oil 

and my cup shall be full. 

6Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life,  

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

1 Peter 2 19 - 25 

Brothers and sisters: It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain 

while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, 

where is the credit in that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, 

you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.  

‘He committed no sin, 

and no deceit was found in his mouth.’ 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore 

our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray 

like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 

souls. 

 

John 10 1 - 10 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter 

the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 

The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper 

opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead 

of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not 



follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 

voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 

understand what he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not 

listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will 

come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’  

 

Intercessions – Fourth Sunday of Easter, By David Moore 

 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for our church of St John the Baptist which we 
miss so much at this time;  for its fellowship, for the breaking of bread together 
and for prayer.  We know that where two or three are gathered together, you 
are there.   We also know that when alone, you are with us.  But we long for 
the time when we may resume our normal services of worship and praise.  We 
pray for an early resumption of our corporate worship. 
 
Good Shepherd, guide us and lead us. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour and to care for those in 
need as if we were caring for you;  we pray for our friends and neighbours 
whom we cannot see;  we pray today for those living in Hope Terrace, Ham 
Gardens, Rackvernal Court and Road. Give us strength to comfort any who are 
fearful, to tend the sick and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love.   
Help us to remember that your boundless love enfolds all people, without 
distinction; that every religion is an attempt to know you and respond to you; 
that the yearnings of other hearts are much like our own and are known to 
you.  Give us a clearer understanding of these things, that while we hold fast to 
our own faith in Christ, we may truly love and serve our neighbours, whatever 
their religion or race.  And this we pray through Jesus our Lord. 
 
Good Shepherd, guide us and lead us. 
 
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for those who serve the health of the 
nation: for the devotion and skills of doctors, surgeons and nurses; for the 



work of scientists engaged in medical research and for all the staff of hospitals 
and care homes. 
Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience to all who, during this 
coronavirus pandemic, are caring for the sick, and your wisdom to those 
searching for a cure.  Strengthen them all with your spirit, that through their 
work many will be restored to health;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Our Father, as we wonder about our future and what it might hold in store, 
teach us to be neither anxious nor thoughtless.  Not anxious, because we know 
that our times are in your hands and that you will guide our way through life 
step by step.  And not thoughtless, because as we face the unknown we must 
exercise our judgement as best we can.  Come what may, in all our future days 
may your will be done. 
 
Good Shepherd, guide us and lead us. 
 
Merciful God, we entrust to your tender care those who are ill or in pain, 
knowing that whenever danger threatens, your everlasting arms are there to 
hold them safe.  We pray for Rachael Macfarlane, Rhoda, David, Evan and 
Annie Dwyer, Judy Flook, Miranda Cooper, Rose Stenner, Paul and Margaret 
Knott, Irene Leet, Faye McDermott, Anne Hatton, Rob and Glynn Gilliland, 
Gerard Monks, Trevor and Elizabeth Bell, Father Roy Boots, Nicholas 
Hambleton, Mary Hickmott, Helen Plummer, Daniel Plummer, Betty Chiplin. 
Comfort them, heal them and restore them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
We give thanks for those who have passed through death and are now at 
peace.  We pray for friends and loved ones departed from us, especially Eric 
Mitchard and Steven Hillier.  May we, with them, share in the peace of your 
everlasting kingdom. 
And we give thanks for those, the anniversaries of whose deaths occur this 
week.  James Ellis, Evelyn Nash, Bridget Oram, James Stevens, William Higgins, 
Ken Taylor, Denis Boots, Jean Arthur, Maurice Sciller, Brian Small, Percy 
Brooks, Edith Small, Timothy Hill, Grace Norman, George Gill, Janet Hobbs and 
Bryan Butler.  Be with those who grieve and  grant them comfort and strength. 
 
We rejoice in the fellowship of John the Baptist and all your saints and 
commend ourselves and the whole creation to your unfailing love. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen 



Thought for the day by our Archdeacon Adrian 

John 10:7 “I am the gate” 

In John 10, we are used to the imagery of Jesus as a shepherd, and we as sheep, 

but we don’t often stop to consider another image that Jesus squeezes in the 

middle in v7: “Therefore, Jesus said to them again, “I tell you the truth, I am the 

gate for the sheep”.  

One day a bible scholar called Sir George Adam Smith was travelling with a guide 

in the Middle East.  They came across a shepherd and his sheep.  They got talking 

to the shepherd. He showed them the fold into which the sheep were led at 

night.  It had four walls, with a way in.  Sir George asked him “So, is that the way 

they go in at night?”  “Yes” said the shepherd, “and when they are in there, they 

are perfectly safe”.  “But there is no door”, said Sir George.  “I am the door” said 

the shepherd.  He wasn’t a Christian man.  He wasn’t speaking deliberately in 

the language of the New Testament.  He was speaking from an Arab shepherd’s 

standpoint. Sir George looked at him and said. “What do you mean by ‘the 

door’?”  The shepherd responded, “When the light is gone, and all the sheep are 

inside, I lie in the open space, and no sheep ever goes out but across my body, 

and no wolf comes in unless he crosses my body; I am the door”. 

What a powerful image of Jesus’ diligent, committed care for his people - for 

you and me.  At a time when we feel very uncertain; at a time when we might 

feel fearful and we don’t know what the future holds, what an image: Jesus lies 

across the door, saying I won’t let anything destroy you.  But you say, we don’t 

have a vicar, and we’re locked down so we can’t gather together to worship and 

encourage and spur one another on.  Jesus the true Shepherd, your true leader, 

the one who gives you life in all its fullness, has gone nowhere and is going 

nowhere.  I am lying across the doorway.  It doesn’t matter how ferocious and 

hungry the wolf is that is prowling round outside, it can’t get to you, because it’s 

got to get past Jesus first.  The apostle Paul tells us that on the cross Jesus 

defeated the powers of sin and death.  Nothing gets past Jesus – not sin, not 

Satan, not death.  You may know that the phrase ‘do not fear’ occurs 366 times 

in the Bible.  That’s one for every day of the year including a leap year. You have 

nothing to fear, says Jesus.  In me you have life in all its fullness, and I am not 

letting anything get past me that can take that away from you – not even a 

microscopic virus. 

Ven Dr Adrian Youings 
Archdeacon of Bath  


