
Readings and Prayers for Good Friday 

Friday 10th  April 2020 

Collect 

Almighty Father, 

look with mercy on this your family 

for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed 

and given up into the hands of sinners 

and to suffer death upon the cross; 

who is alive and glorified with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Readings 

Psalm 22 v 1 - 10 

1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me, ♦ 

and are so far from my salvation, 

from the words of my distress? 

2O my God, I cry in the daytime, 

but you do not answer; ♦ 

and by night also, but I find no rest. 

3Yet you are the Holy One, ♦ 

enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

4Our forebears trusted in you; ♦ 

they trusted, and you delivered them. 

5They cried out to you and were delivered; ♦ 

they put their trust in you and were not confounded. R 

6But as for me, I am a worm and no man, ♦ 

scorned by all and despised by the people. 

7All who see me laugh me to scorn; ♦ 

they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 



8‘He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; ♦ 

let him deliver him, if he delights in him.’ 

9But it is you that took me out of the womb ♦ 

and laid me safe upon my mother’s breast. 

10On you was I cast ever since I was born; ♦ 

you are my God even from my mother’s womb. 

11Be not far from me, for trouble is near at hand ♦ 

and there is none to help. R 

 

Hebrews 4 14 - 16 and 5 7 - 9 

14Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 

God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we 

are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 

to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and 

having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.  

 

John 18 v 1 - 40 

 

After they had eaten the supper, 1Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to 

a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who 

betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3So Judas 

brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, 

and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, knowing all that was 

to happen to him, came forward and asked them, ‘For whom are you looking?’ 5They 

answered, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.‘ Jesus replied, ‘I am he.‘ Judas, who betrayed him, was standing 

with them. 6When Jesus said to them, ‘I am he,‘ they stepped back and fell to the ground. 

7Again he asked them, ‘For whom are you looking?' And they said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ 8Jesus 

answered, ‘I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.’ 9This was to 

fulfil the word that he had spoken, ‘I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.’ 



10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his 

right ear. The slave's name was Malchus. 11Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put your sword back into its 

sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?’ 

12So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 13First 

they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 

14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for 

the people. 

15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high 

priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16but Peter was standing outside 

at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the 

woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. 17The woman said to Peter, ‘You are not 

also one of this man's disciples, are you?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ 18Now the slaves and the police 

had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming 

themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 

19Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 20Jesus 

answered, ‘I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the 

temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21Why do you ask me? 

Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.’ 22When he had said this, one 

of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, ‘Is that how you answer the high 

priest?’ 23Jesus answered, ‘If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken 

rightly, why do you strike me?’ 24Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

25Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, ‘You are not also 

one of his disciples, are you?’ He denied it and said, ‘I am not.’ 26One of the slaves of the high 

priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, ‘Did I not see you in the garden 

with him?’ 27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 

28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. 

They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able 

to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring 

against this man?’ 30They answered, ‘If this man were not a criminal, we would not have 

handed him over to you.’ 31Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him according 

to your law.‘ The Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted to put anyone to death.’ 32(This was to 

fulfil what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you the 

King of the Jews?’ 34Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 

about me?’ 35Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

handed you over to me. What have you done?’ 36Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this 

world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from 



being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ 37Pilate asked him, 

‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this 

I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 

voice.’ 38Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jewish leaders again and told them, ‘I find no case 

against him. 39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you 

want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ 40They shouted in reply, ‘Not this man, but 

Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 

put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3They kept coming up to him, saying, 

‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ and striking him on the face. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, 

‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.’ 5So Jesus 

came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the 

man!’ 6When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify 

him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.’ 

7The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he 

has claimed to be the Son of God.’ 

8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9He entered his headquarters 

again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you from?’ But Jesus gave him no answer. 10Pilate therefore 

said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, 

and power to crucify you?’ 11Jesus answered him, ‘You would have no power over me unless 

it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a 

greater sin.’ 12From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you release 

this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself 

against the emperor.’ 

13When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench at a 

place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation 

for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, ‘Here is your King!’ 15They cried 

out, ‘Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I crucify your 

King?’ The chief priests answered, ‘We have no king but the emperor.’ 16Then he handed him 

over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The 

Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with 

him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19Pilate also had an inscription 

written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’ 20Many of the 

Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it 

was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to 



Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews,” but, “This man said, I am King of the Jews.”’ 

22Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have written.’ 23When the soldiers had crucified 

Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also 

took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said to 

one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ This was to fulfil what 

the scripture says, 

‘They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.’ 

25And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his 

mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus 

saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, 

‘Woman, here is your son.’ 27Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.‘ And from 

that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the 

scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full 

of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the 

wine, he said, ‘It is finished.‘ Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

31Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross 

during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked 

Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32Then the soldiers 

came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But 

when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 

34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came 

out. 35(He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he 

knows that he tells the truth.) 36These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, 

‘None of his bones shall be broken.’ 37And again another passage of scripture says, ‘They will 

look on the one whom they have pierced.’ 38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was 

a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him 

take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 

39Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh 

and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it 

with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now there was a 

garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no 

one had ever been laid. 42And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb 

was nearby, they laid Jesus there.  

 

 

 



 

Thought for Good Friday from Father Jim 
 
It is instructive to consider how many times Our Lord was betrayed during the final hours of his life. 
 
Judas was only the start of this dire process. We can never be sure if he really was the evil person as 
portrayed, or simply victim of a description made in hindsight – history needing its scapegoat for want 
of a different, more modern, analysis. Perhaps he really did think that he was saving Jesus from 
himself. Elsewhere he makes it clear that he never wanted the thirty pieces of silver. But every 
betrayal is a sin against truth. 
 
Peter’s betrayal is clear to us. He is frightened. He cannot cope with the enormity of what is 
happening. His entire world is disintegrating, running like sand through his fingers. All his hopes and 
dreams of a new life and a better world, created and developed by Jesus and his followers, were 
ending and he was scared for his safety. Perhaps he had got it all wrong after all. Perhaps it was all a 
dream. Where to turn? But every betrayal is a sin against truth. 
 
Pilate wanted a quiet life. This little outpost of the Roman Empire was a tedious place, full of people 
who bound themselves within a tangle of laws and practices he did not understand. They made his 
life complicated. He found Jesus innocent of charges, and said so, but then betrayed his own 
judgement, and Jesus, by giving in to the very people he despised. Every betrayal is a sin against 
truth. 
 
The ordinary people, many of whom may have followed Jesus at some time, turned on him. They 
allowed themselves to be wound up into a frenzy by a small bunch of vindictive leaders who were 
frightened of Jesus’ popularity and their subsequent loss of power and control over the people. It is 
so easy to be led astray by others with evil intentions – consider the scams of our day. How many 
people really wanted Barabbas the murderer to live instead of Jesus? But every betrayal is a sin 
against truth. 
 
Jesus’ disciples, most of whom had run away out of shock and fear, display to us the humanity we 
share with them. We can appreciate their response because few of us have not done something 
similar in our lives: to our family or friends; workplace or faith and, yes, Our Lord. It is human to flee 
from the unacceptable, especially that which may implicate us in some punishable event. But, 
however understandable, every betrayal is a sin against truth. 
 
Everyone seems to have had such a good reason for betraying Jesus, but no real excuse. There is 
almost an air of accident in these betrayals, even a skewed goodwill. Nobody really meant to betray 
Jesus or harm him or themselves, it just seemed to happen. 
 
But betrayal is absence of truth, the greatest absence of truth we can imagine. It is the action of one 
towards another which attacks the very root of someone’s humanity, their personhood. It denies not 
only who they are, but what they are, and calculates them to be less than whole, less than worthy, fit 
to be let down because they, or their cause or their interests, are deemed to be without sufficient 
value. These people remind us of all the world’s temptations for us to act against truth, when it is 
easy, or seems easier, to do so and when we think it won’t really hurt anyone (well, not that much!). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Intercessions for Good Friday by Father Jim 
In sorrow, in penitence and in thanksgiving for the divine sacrifice of the Passion, let 

us pray. 

Give to your Church grace to enter deeply into the sad mystery of this day…..  As we 

stand before the Cross of Christ, make us more worthy to take that Cross as a sign of 

our faith. 

Lord hear us. 

Have mercy on a world that goes its way ignorant and forgetful of Christ’s sacrificial 

love……  In the power of the Cross, let his true kingship be established. 

Lord hear us. 

As Jesus cared for his mother and his friend even at the hour of his death, let nothing 

diminish our concerns for one another……. As he was crucified near where people 

lived, may his saving love come into our homes. 

Lord hear us. 

Look with compassion on all who are suffering at this time, especially those suffering 

from Covid 19…… In the sufferings of Christ, let them find healing. 

Lord hear us 

We pray for all whose earthly lives have ended…… We pray that the death that 

destroyed death shall be their life. 

Lord hear us 

Now and at all times, we offer our prayers through our crucified Lord, Jesus Christ 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intercession for Holy Saturday from Father Jim 
In quiet confidence and joyful expectation, let us pray to the Lord 

With sorrow and hope we offer our prayers this day…… Grant to all the faithful the 

grace to wait upon your will in peace and stillness. 

Lord hear us 

Bring to busy, restless humanity the blessing of calm….. May the message of hope be 

preached even in the darkest places of the world. 

Lord hear us 

Bless our families with the peace of Christ…… Heal the disputes and divisions in our 

communities with the remembrance that Christ suffered for us all, even to death. 

Lord hear us 

Give rest to tired minds and bodies of those for whom Christ suffered in the 

flesh…… 

Lord  hear us 

Have mercy on all who mourn, give them confidence in a new and greater life.  Be 

close to those who sleep now in death….. Come to the dying, and bring them with 

Jesus through the tomb into eternal life. 

Lord hear us 

Through the peace of trust and repose in Jesus Christ we offer theses our prayers.   

Amen  

 

Please enter your own thoughts into the pauses in the prayers. 

Fr James 

 


